96                                     TO THE STUDENTS
remark of the missionary had reference to the Mysore students,
and I was somewhat pained to observe that even the students
of Mysore had no religious instruction in th6 State schools. I
know also that there is a school of thought which believes in
only secular instruction being given in public schools. I know
also that in a country like India, where there are most religions
of the world represented and where there are so many denomi-
nations in the same religion, there must be difficulty about
making provision for religious instruction. But if India is not
to declare spiritual bankruptcy, religious instruction of its youth
must be held to be at least as necessary as secular instruction.
It is true, that knowledge of religious books is no equivalent
of that of religion. But if we cannot have religion we must be
satisfied with providing our boys and girls with what is next
best. And whether there is such instruction given in the schools
or not, grown up students must cultivate the art of self-help
about matters religious as about other. They may start their
own class just as they have their debating and now spinners'
clubs.
Addressing the Collegiate High School students at Shimoga,
I found upon enquiry at the meeting that out of a hundred or
more Hindu boys, there were hardly eight who had read the
Bhagavadgita. None raised his hand in answer to the question,
whether of the few who had read the Gito there was any who
understood it. Out of five or six Mussulman boys all raised
their hands as having read the Koran. But only one could say
that he knew its meaning. The Gita is, in my opinion, a very
'easy book to understand. It does present some fundamental
problems which are no doubt difficult of solution. But the gene-
ral trend of the Gita is in my opinion unmistakable. It is ac-
cepted by all Hindu sects as authoritative. It is free from any
form of dogma. In a short compass it gives a complete reasoned *
moral code. It satisfies both the intellect and the heart. It is
thus both philosophical and devotional. Its appeal is universal
'The language is incredibly simple. But I nevertheless think
that there should be an authoritative version in each verna-
cular, and the translations should be so prepared as to avoid
technicalities and in a manner that would make the teaching
of the Gita intelligible to the average man. The suggestion is
:not intended in any way to supplement the original. For I